SAFEHAVEN & Action for AIDS (AFA) join hands with the Government to increase HIV awareness in the Gay Community

HOPE Concert

(HIV Outreach : Prevention & Empowerment)

Kreta Ayer People’s Theatre

13 Dec 2007

(Rated R18)
For the first time in Singapore, a gay-identified organisation – SAFEHAVEN (a ministry of Free Community Church to LGBT) is working hand-in-hand with the government and an NGO - AFA to increase the awareness of HIV in the gay community, in particular amongst gay men.

The HOPE concert is a self-help initiative by the gay community in Singapore to address the escalating HIV infection rates amongst gay men. In leading this effort jointly with AFA, SAFEHAVEN hopes to send a clear message to the gay community of the seriousness of the HIV epidemic, and that gay people can and must take the lead in helping their own community.

“26% of the 357 new cases of HIV infection reported in Singapore last year were attributed to MSM (men who have sex with men), of which gay men constitute a large proportion. We assess that MSM infection cases are under reported, and 60% infection rate of all new cases is probably more realistic. It is critical that gay men in Singapore realises that safe sex is not an option. It is totally non-negotiable if we do not want the HIV epidemic to devastate the community as it did in the US in the late 60s/70s. If we do not intensify our prevention work today, we certainly will find ourselves in the same situation sooner than we think.’’
Mr Paul Toh

Fundraising Director,  AFA 

The concert seeks to send the message that safe sex is an individual as well as collective responsibility. Every single act of safe sex is a contribution to the well-being of the community. The concert hopes to communicate this via the soft approach of comedy, theatre and music.

The Ministry of Health is fully supportive of the HOPE concert. The Senior Minister of State Dr Balaji Sadasivan has accepted the invitation to be the guest-of-honor. He will be giving the opening address at the concert. MDA has granted the HOPE concert the public entertainment license with R18 classification. 
“We think it is important to have the support of the Ministry of Health in this project. It is beneficial to work hand in hand with the government, so that we can influence policy development in HIV/AIDS related issues. The government is also keen to understand the issues at the ground level, which we are keen to share. We hope the  concert will pave the way for more collaborative and synergistic efforts in addressing HIV in the gay community.”

Mr Alphonsus Lee

Chairperson, SAFEHAVEN

The concert will be helmed by a cast of local and international artistes. This includes popular local personalities such as Hossan Leong and Selena Tan. Medicorp artiste Chua Enlai will be the MC (master of ceremony) for the concert. International billboard artistes Jason and deMarco (JDM) will fly in from Los Angeles to give the concert a boost. JDM have done many HIV/AIDS awareness concerts in the US to sold out crowds. 
Tickets are priced at $68 and $28. The proceeds from ticket sales and goodwill donations, after cost-recovery, will go towards HIV/AIDS outreach activities to MSM by SAFEHAVEN and AFA. 
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