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WORLD AIDS DAY 2007
World AIDS Day (WAD) is observed in all countries on every 1 December.  WAD is no longer just about raising awareness on issues such as prevention, treatment, stigma or vulnerability, but the day marks a timely opportunity to call for all promises on AIDS to be kept.  

In line with the World AIDS Campaign, Action for AIDS (AfA) will adopt the slogan "Stop AIDS. Keep the Promise" as this year's WAD Campaign theme; this year’s emphasis will be on ‘Leadership’.  AfA calls for “Leadership” in all segments of society from civil societies, communities, individuals, family, youth to government - to take the initiative and provide leadership on HIV and AIDS in the following: 

1. Dispel misconceptions about HIV and AIDS and to fight ignorance

There is a continued need to let people know the basic facts about HIV/AIDS transmission, prevention and care through education.  Ignorance to the facts leads to irrational fear, which in turn adds to stigma and discrimination. 

2. Work towards universal access to treatment, prevention, support and care

HIV prevention must be accompanied by provision of affordable care and treatment for infected individuals. There must be universal access to HIV prevention, education, care and treatment, and clear anti-discrimination statements and actions by government.

3. Take personal responsibility through protection and regular testing

The responsibility of practicing safer sex is important through the correct and consistent use of condoms in stopping the spread of HIV infection.  It is also necessary that people should be responsible to go for regular HIV screening to know their status as the benefits of knowing one’s status is tantamount to the access to treatment and care should they be exposed in one way or another – either through spousal, regular and/or casual sex with their partners – since HIV infection can happen to anyone.

4. Increase HIV and AIDS education in the workplace, at home, schools, military

The workplace, home, schools and military are environments in which stigma and discrimination occurs – HIV and AIDS should no longer be a taboo as Singapore become more global and diversified, just like the virus.  Organisations should exercise their corporate social responsibilities by putting more effort in increasing awareness and education amongst their workforce.  At home, parents should take the every possible opportunity to educate themselves in order to benefit their children.  Schools should also start taking ownership in preparing the children in school and actively talking about safer sex and HIV and AIDS.  In the military front, all conscripts should be educated in HIV and AIDS.

World AIDS Day 2007 - Events by Action for AIDS, Singapore

With less than a month to go before this year's WAD, events to commemorate the day are being organized around the world - this is no exception for Singapore with AfA.  This year AfA is proud to engage youth, individuals and families through these events:

“Dancing to Stop AIDS” – 1 December 2007

AfA, will be working with the premiere line-dancing fraternity - Country Bandwagon - to bring the messages into the hearts of the families on 1 December 2007 with the event theme “Dancing to Stop AIDS” to raise the profile of HIV and AIDS awareness.  The event will feature favourite line dancing songs where line dancers will don red ribbons and dance non-stop to these favorite tunes from 1800H to 2200H to mark the start of WAD at the sponsored venue Millenia Walk.

“Walking to Stop AIDS” – 2 December 2007

AfA will be engaging youths on 2 December 2007 for “Walking to Stop AIDS”.  AIDS Walk 2007, organised by AfA and sponsored by M.A.C.  , is a main WAD event.  M.A.C will pledge $100,000 to AfA’s Medications Assistance Fund.  The Walk will be held at the Skate Park at Somerset and will end at the M.A.C. counter at C. K. Tangs.  The Guest-Of Honor, Senior Minister of State, Dr Balaji Sadasivan will be present to grace the event while the participants will commence their 1.5km walk from 1730H – the event is expected to conclude at 1930H.   

About Action for AIDS

AfA, Singapore was formed in 1988 to promote AIDS prevention, advocacy and support. In addition to educational outreach efforts, which are geared towards increasing awareness and understanding of HIV and AIDS, Action for AIDS also runs support groups which provide emotional and practical support to infected persons and their families. AfA seeks to combat discrimination and stigmatisation of those with the virus and their loved ones as well as to encourage AIDS-related research activities in Singapore.  AfA will continue with its mission to provide accurate HIV and AIDS information, oppose HIV and AIDS-related discrimination, and support needy patients and their families. By working together with our fellow partners in the public, private and business sectors, AfA hopes to address issues that perpetuate vulnerability to HIV and AIDS. 
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