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COMMUNITY HOSPITALS

Smaller bills with new system

NEO CHAI CHIN
chaichin@mediacorp.com.sg

NO PATIENT will be worse off when
the more nuanced subsidy system
at community hospitals takes effect
on July 1. In fact, about half of the
patients will benefit, with some
seeing their hospital bills subsi-
dised an extra 20 per cent with the
enhanced framework.

For instance, a patient with per
capita household income of $500
will enjoy a 70-per-cent subsidy
from July 1, up from 50 per cent
currently. For a 24-day stay at a
community hospital, he would be
expected to pay $1,080, which is
$720 less than before.

This is the result of the Minis-
try of Health (MOH) increasing the
subsidy framework from four to
nine income tiers (with subsidies
between 0 to 75 per cent, in 10-per-
centage point increments), which
will benefit patients at the margins
of the existing tiers offering 0, 25,
50 and 75 per cent in subsidy.

When the MOH first announced
the enhanced community hospitals’
subsidy framework in March, there
was concern that some patients
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would end up with less than be-
fore. But Health Minister Khaw
Boon Wan assured the public that
he would ensure patients benefited
from the exercise.

To do this, the MOH has ex-
tended the subsidies to a wider
income range — those with a per
capita household income of $360
and below will receive a 75 per cent
subsidy, up from $330 now.

And the maximum per capita
income level eligible for subsidy

has been increased from $1,300 to
$1,400. That means that a family
of four with a monthly income of
$5,600 would get a subsidy.

This enhanced framework will
cost MOH an extra $4 million a year,
up from $26 million now.

The MOH will work with the
community hospitals to ensure
patients transit smoothly to com-
munity hospitals from restruc-
tured hospitals, it said in a press
release.

REMEMBERING AIDS VICTIMS

Guest of Honour, Nominated Member of Parliament Siew Kum Hong
(right), and president of Action for Aids Ray Chan, lighting up a candle
at the Singapore Aids candlelight Memorial 2009 at Ngee Ann Kongsi
conference hall, Singapore Management University. The memorial
was observed in more than 300 cities around the world in memory of
those who have fallen to the scourge of Aids. WEE TECK HIAN
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POWER ROCKET PLUS

Eureka Health's, Eruca Sativa also known as Rocket Seed
Oil is an all natural and organic native Western Asia
formula. It's formula has been kept secret until recent
scientific breakthrough in the USA. Rocket Seed oil is rich
in antioxidants and also aids in protecting the body against
free radical damage. Increase your energy levels, reduces
fatigue, enhance blood circulation for longer and better
endurance, including longer intimacy moments.

BLACK SEED OIL (NIGELLA SATIVA)
Nigella Sativa or Black Seed is an ancient remedy
formulated 1400 years ago in the Middle East and branded
as a natural drug to cure various illnesses. Daily consumption
can aid in improving the human immune system, significantly
boosting our energy level, reducing the ability of contracting
many common illnesses.

Black Seed is able to prevent common cold, cough and
asthma/allergies, chronic allergies, relaxes the mind,
increase breast milk for feeding mothers and potency,
reduces hair loss, and promotes general well-being. It
stabilizes blood flow, releasing the right amount of energy
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