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Press Release

Be responsible together with Action for AIDS 

When you gamble, such as buying a lottery ticket like 4-D or Toto; you play a game of chance, hoping to win. Similar to gambling, engaging in unprotected sex is also another game of chance, however the odds might not be in one’s favor and the stakes may be much higher, particularly when health and well-being is wagered against pleasure and excitement. Reminding the public that health is wealth (健康就是财富), Action for AIDS is looking to encourage people to leave little to chance, to always be responsible and practice safer sex. 

Come 18th August 2007, Action for AIDS, with the help of with its partners and sponsors, will be launching it’s “I am Responsible” campaign at 0930hrs, Harbourfront Ferry Terminal. Guest-of-Honor, former-Nominated Member of Parliament, Ms Brema Mathiaparanam, also the vice-president of Action for AIDS will be unveiling the mascot for this campaign – Captain Condom. Action for AIDS will also be organizing a series of games and events to raise greater awareness about safer sex practices while highlighting the role of personal and social responsibility in sexual behavior. Participants at the launch may try their luck at the “Bag of Fortune” game, or have their fortunes read by a Love Mystic. By toying with notions of chance, risk and choice, participants will be prompted to think more deeply about their own susceptibility to sexually transmitted infections, and their ability to make choices to protect themselves.  In addition, “safer sex” packages and fortune cookies containing safe sex messages will also be given out on that day. 
Targeted at heterosexual men who engage in higher-risk sexual behaviors, this campaign considers the role of individual responsibility in combating the spread of AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections. The ‘I am Responsible’ campaign emphasizes that as individuals, we have the ability to take control of our sexual health through the decisions we make. Options such as choosing to wear a condom, going for regular health-screenings or even not participating in higher-risk sexual behaviors, are all decisions which will affect our sexual well-being. By highlighting the role of the individual in AIDS prevention, it is hoped that more people will come to understand how the choices we make personally affect our risk of catching HIV, and the need to take greater ownership of our own actions. 
This event is the first in Action for AIDS’ latest campaign ‘I am Responsible’, and is expected to last for a year. The safer-sex message will be further communicated to its audience through posters, floor and toilet stickers placed at ferry terminals as well as local nightlife establishments. Web-banner advertisements will be feature on popular websites and online forums with a strong focus on commercial and casual sex in a bid to reach out to those who are more accustomed to using the internet. Volunteers from Action for AIDS will carry out frequent distribution of safer-sex materials, which comprises condoms, leaflets and fortune-cookies bearing safer sex messages at the ferry terminals and nightlife establishments. Lastly, Action for AIDS will make an attempt to bring the safer-sex message to the older generation through getais, to be held at Geylang in September and December
Action for AIDS Singapore was formed in 1988 to promote AIDS prevention, advocacy and support. In addition to educational outreach efforts, which are geared towards increasing awareness and understanding of HIV and AIDS, Action for AIDS also runs support groups which provide emotional and practical support to infected persons and their families. The organization seeks to combat discrimination and stigmatization of those with the virus and their loved ones as well as to encourage AIDS-related research activities in Singapore.

Singapore Cruise Centre, the only cruise and ferry port operator in Singapore, manages four passenger terminals in total. They are the International Passenger Terminal for international cruises, Regional Ferry Terminal and Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal for regional ferries and the Pasir Panjang Ferry Terminal for Domestic ferries. Singapore Cruise Centre handled about 8.4 million cruise and ferry passengers in the year 2004. 
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